


Central Ohio Primary Care Physicians Foundation
Established by the Board of Directors of the Central 
Ohio Primary Care Physicians, Inc., this fund supports 
the Central Ohio Primary Care Physicians Foundation 
(COPCPF). The mission of the foundation is to give back 
to our community through corporate philanthropy to 
improve health and well-being.

Columbus Stewardship Foundation
Columbus Stewardship Foundation (CSF) was created 
by Christian donors for two purposes, to help others 
in central Ohio become more generous and to help 
ministries the donors support become more effective. 
CSF is a fellowship and a fund that seeks to foster 
relationships and knowledge sharing with a goal of 
enabling more effective giving and service to those in 
need in central Ohio.

Daimler Group Foundation
The Daimler Group is a Columbus-based construction 
management and real estate development company. 
Since its creation in 1983, the company has completed 
nearly 180 projects in central Ohio at a value of more 
than $1 billion. This fund was established to provide 
support in central Ohio, including funding for education 
and community health. 

Diversified Foundation 
Created by members of the Diversity Development 
Group, this fund supports programs to improve 
the quality of life for minority youth in the field of 
construction and building trades. 

Earth Angels—The Debra Penzone Foundation
Debra Penzone is the senior 
vice president of Charles 
Penzone, Inc. She is active as 
a volunteer for the American 
Heart Association, and serves 
on the boards of Haven of 
Hope, Dress for Success, 
Adventures for Wish Kids, and 

the Childhood League, where she was past president. An 
avid supporter of the American Cancer Society, Debra 
was named Volunteer of the Year in 2003. In addition 
to being a certified instructor and trainer of the “Look 
Good. . . Feel Better Program” for cancer patients, she has 
been spokesperson for “Friend Check,” the public service 
announcement to support early detection of breast 

cancer. Debra intends to use the proceeds from her 
speaking engagements to add to this fund and support 
programs benefiting those with cancer.

Robert C. Echele Charitable I
Robert C. Echele Charitable II
Robert C. Echele Charitable III
Bob was a graduate of Georgetown University and St. 
Louis University. He was a Peace Corps volunteer as a 
young man, and then spent 19 years in commercial real 
estate development for the Anheuser-Busch Company. 
Bob founded and conceived the idea for the POLARIS 
Centers of Commerce in the mid-1980s and in 1990 
began development of POLARIS. He was an active 
volunteer in several organizations including the National 
Association of Industrial & Office Parks, Development 
Committee for Central Ohio, and Columbus Board of 
Realtors. Bob died in April 2007 at the age of 65. His life 
partner of 35 years, Robert Gease, is a resident of Palm 
Beach, Florida.

John and Darla Flinn Charitable

Chad Kessler and Steve Farrell

Walter R. and Mairead K. Fyda Family
Mairead Fyda established this fund. She was born in 
Ireland and worked as a nurse. She is a resident of Powell, 
Ohio. Her husband, Bob, who passed away in 1998, 
was the CEO of Fyda Freightliner, a trucking company 
founded by his father, Walter F. Fyda, in 1954. Mairead and 
Bob have six children.

GREENCREST Charitable
Inspired in 1990, GREENCREST’s mission is to deliver a 
fresh approach to marketing, advertising, and public 
relations through their fund.

Debra and Fred Hadley
Debra and Fred Hadley initiated this fund to help further 
the family’s philanthropic interests. Fred is a lifelong 
resident of Columbus, and a graduate of Harvard College. 
He is a senior vice president with Huntington National 
Bank. Debra Hadley spent her childhood in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, and earned both undergraduate and MBA 
degrees from New Mexico State University. Debra and 
Fred live in Upper Arlington with their two children and a 
border collie who conspire to keep life interesting.
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Sudy and Bob Hamilton
Bob and Caroline, “Sudy,” are both graduates of 
Wittenberg University. Bob is a financial planner with 
PDS Planning, Inc. Bob and Sudy have three sons and 
are residents of Worthington. 

Joe and Joyce Hammond
Joe is president and founder of J.J. Hammond Co. Inc., 
a construction and industrial equipment sales and 
services business. The Hammonds are parents of a son 
and a daughter and are residents of Commercial Point.

Hanosek Family
Joseph Hanosek is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State 
University and Fordham University. His wife Cary is a 
graduate of the University of Virginia Charlottesville. 
Cary is an investment associate with Merrill Lynch. The 
Hanoseks are the parents of two daughters and reside in 
Upper Arlington.

Heckman Family
Virgene Heckman and her late husband, Willard, are the 
parents of three children and six grandchildren.They 
owned an insurance agency for many years. Virgene 
worked as a bookkeeper and now is a resident of 
Friendship Village of Dublin.

Barbara Herlihy 
Barbara Herlihy is a graduate of Ohio Dominican 
University and has been active in many educational and 
civic organizations throughout the community. She and 
her husband, John, are residents of Chillicothe, Ohio and 
have eight children and 20 grandchildren.

Johnstone Fund for New Music
Jack and Zoe Johnstone established their second 
fund with the Foundation to support their interest 
in commissioning new music via grants to nonprofit 
organizations. Zoe is a trustee of the Short North 
Neighborhood Foundation. Jack is a founding partner of 
Johnstone Downey Klein Inc., Export Credit Insurance, 
formerly International Risk Consultants, Inc. 

Ronald S. and Kathryn A. Kerr Foundation
Ron and Kathy Kerr are residents of Dublin, having 
recently moved from Charlotte, North Carolina. Ron is the 
chief Internet officer at Nationwide. Ron and Kathy have 
two children.

Kotch/Luebering Family 
Jan and Ken Kotch are longtime residents of Columbus. 
Jan is a retired real estate agent and Ken is retired from 
the State of Ohio. They have two adult children.

Charles Y. Lazarus
This fund was created in memory of Charles Y. Lazarus, 
who passed away in 2007. Mr. Charles—as he was known 
to associates and throughout the community—was one 
of four generations of Lazarus family members to lead 
Columbus’ iconic department store. Mr. Charles began 
his full-time employment at F & R Lazarus in 1936, as a 
salesperson. After wearing many hats at “the store,” he 
retired in 1981 as chairman emeritus. Charles Lazarus 
attended The Columbus Academy, graduated from 
Phillips Exeter Academy, and received a B.A. in art history 
from Yale University. During his lifetime in Columbus, 
Mr. Lazarus served on many boards, held numerous 
leadership positions, and received various awards and 
honors—locally as well as nationally. He is survived by his 
three children: Marjorie (Peggy) Lazarus, Stuart Lazarus, 
and Wendy Lazarus, who are advisors to the fund.

Eric and Susan Leininger Family 

Harry and Jean Ludwig Family

Cal and Nancy Lutz Family
This fund was established by Cal and Nancy Lutz. Cal Lutz 
purchased DaNite Sign Co., in 1980. Established in 1954, 
Cal was with the company since 1958. Nancy and their 
son, Tim, were active in the business as well. The Lutzes 
are residents of Upper Arlington. 

Mooney-Henningsen
Kelly Mooney and Scott Henningsen established this 
fund to facilitate their charitable giving in the community. 
Kelly is president and chief experience officer of Resource 
Interactive, a firm that does research, design, and 
development for websites and online marketing and 
advertising. Scott is a building contractor. In 2006, Scott 
helped with some of the rebuilding in the Bay Waveland 
area and conducted a tool drive for the effort. 

Donor Advised Funds (continued)

2007 Annual Report  |  www.columbusfoundation.org38



Michael H. and Robin H. Murphy
The Murphy families are part owners of Mid-Ohio De-
velopment Corporation, a real estate development and 
property management firm that has been in business 
since 1963. Michael and Robin are residents of Dublin. 

Otterbein College
Founded in 1847, Otterbein College is a private liberal 
arts college located in Westerville. Education within the 
community has always been a priority for Otterbein. This 
fund focuses on grants to Columbus City Schools for 
summer educational programs for teachers or related 
purposes.

Michael G. Oxley Family 

Partners in Health
This fund was established by Dr. Alice Faryna, a Clinical 
Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine at The Ohio State 
University. She received her medical degree from the 
University of Rochester and resides in Upper Arlington.

Patton Family
Robert and Meredith Patton 
live in Springfield, Ohio, and 
have two grown children 
and four grandchildren. They 
are interested in supporting 
programs for indigent children. 
Meredith has a BA in Spanish 
from Mary Baldwin College 

in Virginia. Robert has a BS from Washington & Lee 
University and an MBA from the University of Virginia.

Boyd and Mindy Patton Family
Boyd and Mindy reside in Mason with their two children, 
Carter, age 7, and Claire, age 4. Boyd is a financial advisor 
for The Huntington Investment Company in Cincinnati 
and Mindy is a mom who enjoys working in the schools 
and serves on several non-profit boards. Previously, Mindy 
was director of external relations for Procter & Gamble. 
Boyd is a graduate of The University of Virginia and 
Mindy graduated from DePauw University. Their interests 
include historical preservation, Sycamore Presbyterian 
Church and the new Mason Schools Foundation.

Justin Perdue Helping Hands 
Dale Perdue established this fund for his son, Justin, age 
11. “Helping Hands” denotes Justin’s desire to help home-
less families who have real “needs” for food and shelter. 
Justin intends to contribute half of his earnings from 
caddying, as well as money raised from other fundraising 
projects, to his fund. He will recommend grants to quali-
fying organizations that help homeless families.

Porter Family 
This fund was established by John and Jane Porter. The 
Porters, residents of Columbus, are the parents of four 
children.

Real Living Foundation
With more than 4,000 agents coast to coast, Real Living 
is one of the fastest growing real estate franchisors 
in the nation. This corporate fund was established by 
CEO Harley E. Rouda, Jr. and president and author Kaira 
Sturdivant Rouda, owners of Real Living and residents of
Upper Arlington.

Rinker Family Foundation
This fund was established by Kent and Nancy Rinker.  
Kent is the managing director of strategic income with 
Diamond Hill Investments. The Rinker family resides in 
Upper Arlington.

Roberto/Magee Family
David Magee is a physician at Columbus Radiology Corp. 
Cheryl Roberto is a commissioner for the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio. They support a broad range of non-
profits in Ohio including LifeCare Alliance and Mid-Ohio 
FoodBank.

Gretchen and Fritz Saenger
After they graduated from The Ohio State University, 
Fritz received his master’s degree from the New 
Jersey Institute of Technology and Gretchen received 
her master’s degree from Gannon University in Erie, 
Pennsylvania. Gretchen’s volunteer community activities 
include the Columbus Museum of Art and the Buckeye 
Ranch Sustaining Board. They have three children and 
four grandchildren. Both natives of Columbus, Gretchen 
and Fritz are now residents of Worthington.

2007 Annual Report  |  www.columbusfoundation.org39



Charles F. and Alice G. Salt Foundation
Charles Salt established 
this fund in memory of his 
wife, Alice. Charles owned 
and operated Salt Brothers 
Hardware in Bexley. Charles 
is a member of Professional 
Engineers Association and 
the Sons of the American 

Revolution. Alice was a dedicated member of Bexley 
United Methodist Church and served as a docent at 
Westerville’s historic Hanby House. The Salts have a son 
and a daughter. Charles now resides in Granville. 

Doug and Judy Sandbo Family Charitable 
Doug and Judy will engage their three children in family 
philanthropy through their new donor advised fund. They 
have two sons, Steven, who resides in Columbus, and 
Scott who lives in Portland, Oregon, and one daughter, 
Sharon Hayes, who lives in Chicago. Until his retirement, 
Doug was CEO of the Sandbo Company, food brokers.

David and Jeanne Schoedinger Family
David and Jeanne established this family fund for their 
benefit as well as their children, whom are successor 
advisors. David is chairman of Schoedinger Funeral 
Service, which was founded in 1855 by his great-great 
grandfather, Philip Schoedinger. David has been past 
chairman of many civic and professional associations. 
He was one of five finalists for the Small Business Person 
of the Year by the S.B.A. and is an Honorary 33rd Degree 
Mason. Jeanne is an active community volunteer who has 
received awards for her outstanding service from CAPA, 
YWCA Women of Achievement Award (2005), Junior 
League, Columbus Dispatch, Alzheimer’s Association, 
Rotary Northwest Woman of the Year, Childhood League, 
and others. David and Jeanne have four children and six 
grandchildren. Both are residents of Upper Arlington. 

Spielman Family Foundation
Created by Chris and Stephanie Spielman, this fund will 
support their interests including inner-city youth sports 
programs, and continued cancer research at The Arthur 
G. James Cancer Hospital and the Richard J. Solove 
Research Institute. Currently a broadcaster for ESPN, Chris 
was an All-American at OSU and an All-Pro linebacker 

in the NFL. Stephanie is a breast cancer survivor, and for 
nearly a decade she and Chris have worked to increase 
awareness about the disease.

Michael P. and Linda A. Stickney
Founder and broker of the firm NorthSteppe Realty, Inc., 
Michael is a graduate of Vanderbilt University and a native 
of Bexley. NorthSteppe Realty has three branch offices in 
Columbus and surrounding areas. Linda holds a degree 
from Xavier University and is a former social worker with 
the Central Ohio Psychiatric Hospital. The Stickneys are 
residents of Bexley.

Tolson Family 
Jim and Karla Tolson established this fund to facilitate 
their charitable giving. Jim works for AEP and Karla is a 
former RN/ Marriage & Family Therapist. Jim and Karla are 
residents of Hilliard.

Clif and Ellen Wain Memorial
Cheri Wain established this fund in memory of her 
parents, Clif and Ellen. The fund will support needy 
students who are studying music and the arts. Cheri is a 
resident of Reynoldsburg.

Waller Financial Planning Group
Waller Financial Planning Group, Inc. is a comprehensive, 
fee-only financial planning firm with offices in Columbus, 
Ohio, and Naples, Florida. Since its founding by Larry 
Waller in 1984, the company has assisted clients with cur-
rent and planned gifts totaling in excess of $55 million. 
This fund has been established to provide matching gifts 
for employee contributions to various church organiza-
tions, hospitals, and other central Ohio nonprofit entities.

Peter A. and Jessica D. Walter Family
Peter is owner of Trident Capital Group, a real estate 
investment company. Jessica is a dentist. The Walters are 
the parents of two daughters and residents of Wellesley, 
Massachusetts.

R. Blane and Claudia Walter Family
R. Blane Walter currently serves as president and CEO of 
inventive Communications. In 1994, he founded inChord 
Communications with 25 associates; when it was sold 
to inventive Communications in 2005, it was one of the 

Donor Advised Funds (continued)
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largest marketing firms in the world, with more than 
1,000 associates. Blane received a bachelor’s degree in 
marketing and finance from Boston College. This fund will 
support the family’s charitable giving interests.

Seanna C. and Matthew D. Walter
Matt is owner and CEO of Boundtree Medical, LLC 
in Dublin, the nation’s leading supplier of medical 
equipment and supplies to the pre-hospital market. He 
also serves on the Board of Directors of Cardinal Health. 
Seanna is a graduate of Williams College. The Walters 
reside in New Albany.

Ted and Vivian Wendling Family
Larry Wendling, Patricia Shannon, and Thomas Wendling 
established this fund in honor of their parents, Ted and 
Vivian. Ted owned and operated a masonry contracting 
company for over 35 years in Perrysville, Ohio. Ted and 
Vivian have four children and seven grandchildren. Their 
son, Russell, passed away in 2006. The Wendlings have 
been members of the Perrysville Presbyterian Church for 
over 60 years.  

$24,798
Amount of the average gift received

49% 
Portion of new funds that were donor advised funds
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Community Foundations, Inc. was established in 1987 to 
enable donors to support nonprofit organizations primarily 
in the state of Ohio and beyond the central Ohio region. 

Field of Interest

Circleville City Schools Foundation of the 
Pickaway County Community Foundation
Since 1840, Circleville City Schools District has been 
educating students in the Circleville area. This fund 
furthers the educational goals of the Circleville City 
Schools District.

Chris Gary Memorial Fund of the Pickaway 
County Community Foundation
Stephen and Judy Gary established this fund with friends, 
co-workers, and residents of Pickaway County in memory 
of their son, Chris, who passed away in September 2007. 
The fund will support many of the charitable activities 
and events that Chris enjoyed in his life, including 4-H 
and camperships in Ross County.

Logan Elm Education Foundation of the 
Pickaway County Community Foundation
Logan Elm School Districts’ mission is to enhance growth 
through education. This fund supports the creation 
of a Logan Elm School District education foundation 
benefiting Laurelville Elementary, Logan Elm High, Salt 
Creek Elementary, Pickaway Elementary, Washington 
Elementary Schools, and McDowell Exchange.

Peer Review Systems
This fund was established by Permedion, a 33-year-old 
firm that provides an unbiased perspective through 
independent medical reviews, measuring outcomes, and 
improving health care. Permedion’s offices are located in 
Westerville.

Westfall Elementary Field of Dreams Fund of the 
Pickaway County Community Foundation
This fund was created to support the innovations of 
Westfall Elementary School.

COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATIONS, INC.

2007 community 
Foundations, Inc. Funds

17
Total community 

Foundations, Inc. Funds

115
Market value of community Foundations, Inc. 

Funds as of December 31, 2007

$37,726,558

Market Value Range

$10,000 to
$2,609,794
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Scholarship

Nelson E. Jones Scholarship of the Pickaway 
County Community Foundation
Established by an anonymous donor, this fund will 
support scholarships to graduates of Logan Elm Local 
School District and residents of Salt Creek Township.  

Ohio Christian University Pickaway  
Scholarship Fund of the Pickaway County 
Community Foundation
Established in 1948, Ohio Christian University, located in 
Circleville, is committed to offering a complete education 
that develops students intellectually, professionally, and 
spiritually. The university offers undergraduate, adult, and 
online degree programs on-site and at satellite campuses. 
This scholarship will support students from Pickaway 
County attending the university.

Ohio School Psychologists  
Association Scholarship
Established in 1943, the Ohio School Psychologists 
Association (OSPA) is a nonprofit, statewide organization. 
This fund will support the National Association of School 
Psychologists, Education and Research Trust, Inc. (NASP-
ERT) Scholarship Program.

Organization Endowment

ArtsaRound Community Enrichment Fund of 
Pickaway County Community Foundation
ArtsaRound was formed in 2003 to promote and support 
the arts in Pickaway County and the surrounding areas. 
The organization has offered art workshops, a variety of 
live music events, a historical drama project for Ohio’s 
bicentennial, and currently operates the ArtsaRound 
Gallery at Berger in collaboration with Berger Health 
System in Circleville.

Boundless Playground Fund of the Pickaway 
County Community Foundation
First created in 1997, Boundless Playgrounds are designed 
for children with and without disabilities so that they can 
play and learn together. The fund was created to support 
the development of Boundless Playgrounds in Pickaway 
County that are safe for everyone. 

George Washington Williams Room Fund  
of the Capitol Square Foundation
The George Washington Williams room was opened 
in October of 2001. While the room is named after the 
first African American to serve in the Ohio Legislature, it 
celebrates all of the African Americans who have served 
in Ohio’s government throughout the years. This fund 
will support the general maintenance and upkeep of this 
room located in the Ohio Statehouse.

Honda of America Civic Education Endowment 
Fund of the Capitol Square Foundation
The Capitol Square Foundation was established in 1987 
to increase public awareness and involve citizens in the 
history of the Ohio Statehouse. This fund will support 
a variety of learning opportunities for young people, 
including school visits to the Statehouse.

Pickaway County Hometown Competitiveness
This fund was established with a gift from the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. It will support the newly created 
Pickaway Competitiveness Network, a group seeking 
to strengthen the county by attracting business and 
unifying the county’s disparate interests.

Senator Doug and Shirley White Fund  
of the Capitol Square Foundation
This fund will support learning opportunities for young 
people from Adams County by providing for students 
who may not otherwise have the opportunity to visit the 
Statehouse.

Tandana Foundation
The Tandana Foundation is a nonprofit that promotes 
and provides opportunities for cross-cultural educational 
experiences including service projects, volunteer 
vacations, and experiential education programs. 
Operating primarily in highland Ecuador and Mali’s 
Dogon Country, the foundation also offers scholarships 
to rural students and grants to support local educational 
initiatives.
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Designated

Lula Selma Case
Born in 1908, Lula received her bachelors’ degree in 
education from The Ohio State University in 1931. Lula 
later worked for Nationwide Insurance Company, and, 
after 35 years of service, she retired to her family’s farm. 
The farm was established by the Delaware County 
pioneer, George Case, in 1806. Lula established this fund 
through her estate plan to support the Grady Memorial 
Hospital in Delaware, Ohio.  

Donor Advised

Brumfield Family Foundation
Edna and C. Wayne Brumfield 
established this fund to support 
a range of needs, including 
the performing arts, disaster 
services, and faith-based giving. 
Wayne recently retired and sold 
his truck parts manufacturing 
company in central Ohio. Edna 

also worked at the company business for six years and 
was a co-owner. 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS, INC. (continued)

Legacy Society

Anonymous (12)
Byron and Joann Brossenbroek
Dorothy L. Cameron
Sue Cavanaugh
Genevieve S. Chamblin*
Norma E. Grener
Fredric L. Hatfield, Jr.* and Richard Q. Sizemore
Edith Keenan*
Helen Elizabeth Kitchen
Byron K. and Mildred F. Kohn
Fred C. Kouski
Charles Y Lazarus*
George R. L. and Susan Meiling
James D. Miller
Don C. and Barbara E. Molt

Catherine A. Monro*
Virginia M. Morehead
Rev. Msgr. Richard W. Moyer
Brenda Elliott-O’Brien
Jeanne Rundell
Earl V. Sala, Jr.*
Joseph A. and Kathleen Schindler
David and Jeanne Schoedinger
Rita Seiler
Sylvia Thompson
Ray and Nancy Traub
Robert D. Walter
Thomas E. Wheeler and William R. Walker
Ann McElroy Wright
*Deceased

The legacy society recognizes those individuals who have let the Foundation know that they plan to leave a gift to the 
community through a bequest, trust, life insurance policy, retirement plan, or charitable gift annuity. Membership in the legacy 
society entitles planned gift donors to ongoing information about the Foundation’s activities, initiatives, and other news.



Anonymous (2)
Battelle Charities 
Central Benefits Health Care Foundation
Columbus Youth Foundation
Community Gifts Foundation
William H. Davis, Dorothy M. Davis and  
	 William C. Davis Foundation
Dominion Homes–Borror Family Foundation
Paul G. Duke Foundation
Walter and Marian English Foundation
The FG Foundation
John B. and Dareth Gerlach Foundation
John J. and Pauline Gerlach Foundation
Greer Foundation
Hinson Family Trust

Ingram-White Castle Foundation
Kidd Family Foundation
Arthur and Sara Jo Kobacker, Alfred and 
	 Ida Kobacker Foundation
Limited Brands Foundation
Marsh Family Foundation
Raymond E. Mason Foundation
John H. McConnell Foundation
Meuse Family Foundation 
Moritz Family Foundation 
Roush Family Foundation 
James A. and Kathleen C. Rutherford Foundation
The Shackelford Family Foundation
Siemer Family Foundation
Robert F. Wolfe and Edgar T. Wolfe Foundation

Twenty-nine Supporting Foundations are affiliated with The Columbus Foundation and each makes a unique contribution 
to the community. Supporting Foundations usually have assets of $5 million or more and offer many of the advantages of 
a private foundation. Because of the relationship they have with The Columbus Foundation, their benefits are even greater. 
With professional management and oversight of all aspects of the supporting foundations’ administrative, investment, and 
grantmaking activities performed by The Columbus Foundation, donors and their families can concentrate on their individual 
philanthropic interests without worrying about the details.

Supporting 
Foundations

TOTAL SUPPORTING
FOUNDATIONS

29
Market value of SUPPORTING 

FOUNDATIONS as of December 31, 2007

$299,407,279

GRANTS PAID AS of 
December 31, 2007

$31,940,086
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What, 
Finally, is
Community
Pride?



You Can’t See it Directly. 
You See what it creates...

Stronger people, richer places, healthier organizations. 
When you identify with a community, you assume 
responsibility for it. Its success and yours become 
inseparable; its life grows into an extension of yours. 
You raise communities with the same love you raise children. And the same 
passion. Someone once said that to have children is to give your heart 
permission to walk around outside your body.

That same feeling can be true of communities: You care enough to take the 
chance to care completely.

Belonging to something bigger than yourself, seeing the future in the 
possibilities of the present—these are among the forces that drive your 
philanthropy. Community pride may seem invisible, but it moves the world.
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INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE
Overall for 2007, the Foundation experienced 
positive investment returns consistent with standard 
benchmarks/indices and for the last five years generated 
an average return of over 10 percent. While the asset 
allocation does vary by fund type, the Foundation’s 
overall asset allocation at the end of 2007 was 
approximately 65 percent in equities and 35 percent 
in fixed income, money market and/or alternative 
investment vehicles.
	T he Columbus Foundation continues to apply a 
long-term approach to investing, including maintaining 
conservative investment practices. Utilizing a 
longstanding balanced investment approach, particularly 
over the past five years, has resulted in investment returns 
consistent with traditional benchmarks such as the S & P 
500 Index.
	T his time-tested and conservative approach to 
investing assets is fundamental to The Columbus 
Foundation’s overall investment philosophy. Although 
the many financial institutions that hold and invest 
Foundation assets provide prudent and careful 
stewardship of the assets entrusted to them, the 
Foundation’s Investment and Governing committees also 
provide important guidance and oversight. 
 	 During 2007, the Foundation’s Investment Committee 
continued its work, meeting several times with 
representatives of the Foundation’s major investment 
managers, evaluating investment performance and 
reviewing potential investment vehicles that would 
continue the diversification of the Foundation’s 
permanent funds.The investment policy, formulated 
by this committee and approved by the Foundation’s 
Governing Committee, currently applies to permanently 
endowed funds, but is ultimately expected to be applied 
to other Foundation fund types and adopted by its 
supporting foundations. The committee continues to 
evaluate potential investment vehicles that will reduce 
both volatility and risk and maintain the consistent 
grantmaking ability of the Foundation’s endowment, on 
an inflation-adjusted basis.

AUDIT
The Columbus Foundation and its Supporting 
Foundations, observing the best practices of the industry, 
once again engaged the services of an independent 
public accounting firm to perform an annual audit of 
the Foundation’s records and 2007 financial statements. 
As a part of this review, the public accounting firm also 
conducts a review of the Foundation’s internal controls 
and reviews their findings with an independent Audit 
Committee comprised of at least one Foundation 
Governing Committee member and two other 
accounting/financial experts.
	 John Gerlach & Company has completed their audit 
of both the calendar year 2007 combined financial 
statements for The Columbus Foundation and its Sup-
porting Foundations as well as the underlying support-
ing records. Copies of the comparative 2007 and 2006 
combined audited financial statements, including the 
independent public accounting firm’s opinion, are posted 
on the Foundation’s website, www.columbusfoundation.
org, or may be obtained by calling 614/251-4000.

2007 Financial 
Summary
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Conservation, 
Philanthropy & Religion
12%

Banks
Allegiant Group 
Croghan Colonial Bank
Delaware County Bank & Trust
Fifth Third Bank
The Huntington National Bank
JP Morgan
KeyBank
National City Bank, Columbus
Park National Bank

other Investment Agents
A.G. Edwards Asset Management
American Funds Group
Robert W. Baird & Co.
BNY Mellon
Budros Ruhlin & Roe
Columbus Investment Advisory, Inc.
Diamond Hill Capital Management, Inc.
Edward Jones
Ferris, Baker Watts, Incorporated*
First Manhattan Co.
Hamilton Capital Management
Hirtle, Callaghan & Co
Lincoln Financial Group/
	S teinhaus Financial Group
Merrill Lynch
Morgan Stanley
Nationwide Securities, Inc.
Northern Trust Company*
Smith Barney, Inc.
Sweney Cartwright & Co.
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Vanguard Family of Funds
Wachovia Securities
Zimmerman Wealth Management*

* Supporting Foundation investment agent

Supporting 
Foundations
28.1%

Scholarship
6.1%

Administrative
2.4%

Designated
16.6%

Organization 
Endowment

7.0%

Unrestricted
15.1%

Donor Advised
14.5%

Grants Paid by Field
$110.8 Million

Assets by Fund Type
$1.045 Billion

Education 
42%

Arts & Humanities
13%

Health
14%

Urban Affairs
4%

Social 
Services
15%

Field of Interest
10.2%
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A Governing Committee of eight volunteers provided stewardship for The Columbus Foundation and its charitable 
activities in 2007. These civic leaders, chosen for their knowledge of the community’s needs, were appointed to seven-
year terms by the following authorities: Greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce, Judge of Franklin County Probate 
Court, The Ohio State University, United Way of Central Ohio, and the Foundation’s Governing Committee. 

2007 Governing
Committee

Ann Isaly Wolfe
Chairman, Appointed by 
Probate Court Judge

David R. Meuse
Vice Chairman
Appointed by the 
Trustees Committee

Tanny Crane
Appointed by the 
Governing Committee

John B. Gerlach, Jr.
Appointed by the 
Chairman of Greater Columbus 
Chamber of Commerce

Archie M. Griffin
Appointed by the President of 
The Ohio State University

Bruce A. Soll
Appointed by the 
Governing Committee

Barbara Trueman
Appointed by United Way 
of Central Ohio

Frank Wobst
Appointed by 
Governing Committee
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Central Ohio Primary Care
Physicians Foundation Fund
James Dorado, M.D.



But these physicians know that many more people 
need support—and access to quality healthcare 
services. 
	S o in 2007 they established the Central Ohio Primary 
Care Physicians Foundation Fund, with the goal of 
improving the overall physical and emotional health 
of the underserved people of central Ohio. Their 
vision is far-reaching—that all people should have 
equal access to quality healthcare.  

	 “This fund allows us to go beyond the confines of 
the office and do something for the community,” said 
James Dorado, M.D., COPCP Foundation Advisory 
Committee member. “We believe there’s strength 
in numbers. By pooling our resources and directing 
them toward one mission, we can help many people 
throughout the communities we serve.”

Each year, the 170 physicians 
who make up Central Ohio 
Primary Care Physicians (COPCP) 
help thousands of men, women, 
and children throughout central 
Ohio stay well. 
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A lifelong conservationist, Edwin H. Rausenberger 
established the Edwin H. and Nellie M. Rausenberger 
Conservation Fund in 1939 to support conservation-
related causes so that young people, by deepening their 
relationship with nature, might come to value it more.



Since being transferred to The Columbus Founda-
tion in 1971, the fund has supported an array of con-
servation efforts in central Ohio and surrounding 
communities, including Rails-to-Trails Conservancy.
	R ails-to-Trails Conservancy, a national organiza-
tion founded in 1986, transforms America’s unused 
rail corridors into biking, hiking, and walking trails 
in order to help, in the Conservancy’s words, “build 
healthier places for healthier people.” Prior to its 
founding, more than half the nation’s 250,000-mile 
railroad network lay unused or abandoned. 

	A  $15,000 grant from The Columbus Founda-
tion in 2007 assists funding for the Central Ohio 
Greenways and Southeast Central Ohio Greenways 
projects, collaborations between Rails-to-Trails, the 
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, City of 
Columbus, Franklin County Metropolitan Park Dis-
trict, Ohio to Erie Trail Fund, and Ohio Greenways.
	 “Since our founding, we’ve helped convert more 
than 15,000 miles of abandoned railroad corridors 
into multi-use trails, enjoyed by more than 100 
million users a year,” said Rhonda L. Border-Boose, 
director, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy Midwest Office. 



Office of the President

Douglas F. Kridler 
President and CEO

Renilda Marshall 
Executive Secretary to  
the President /CEO

Co mmunications and Marketing

Carol M. Harmon 
Assistant Vice President and Director  
of Communications and Marketing

Jeremy B. Sony 
Communications and  
Marketing Associate

Amy K. Vick 
Communications and  
Marketing Senior Writer

Co mmunit y Research and  
Gr ant s Management

Lisa Schweitzer Courtice, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Community  
Research and Grants Management

Sarah Cook 
PowerPhilanthropy Administrator

Nancy Fisher 
Grants Manager

Sidney R. Hargro 
Senior Community Research and  
Grants Management and Strategy and 
Organizational Learning Officer  

Dottie L. Henderson 
Executive Assistant for Community 
Research and Grants Management

Joyce A. Ray 
PowerPhilanthropy Manager

Emily Hunter Savors 
Director of Community Research  
and Grants Management

Dan A. Sharpe 
Grants Assistant

Sandra R. Smith 
Senior Community Research and  
Grants Management Officer

Do nor Services and Development

Philip T. Schavone 
Vice President for Donor Services  
and Development

Katie Brennan 
Donor Grants Assistant

J. Bradley Britton, JD, LLM 
Director of Planned Giving  
and General Counsel

Raquel M. Gober 
Donor Services Gifts Assistant

Diane A. Higginbotham 
Scholarship Administrator

Eric F. Jensen, Ph.D. 
Donor Services Research Associate

Lisa M. Jolley, JD 
Director of Donor Services  
and Development

Donna Jordan 
Donor Services Assistant

Steven S. Moore 
Associate Director for Donor  
Relations and Regional Giving

Angela Parsons, JD 
Donor Services and Development Officer

Judy Renner 
Executive Assistant for Donor  
Services and Development

Caprice Scott 
Donor Services Gifts Assistant

Finance and administr ation

Raymond J. Biddiscombe, CPA 
Vice President for Finance  
and Administration

Carey E. Dailey 
Director of Network Services

Diana DaPore 
Receptionist/Secretary

Gary Densmore 
Support Services Associate

Amber J. Erickson 
Staff Accountant

Peggy A. Frank, CPA 
Senior Accountant

Donald P. Ludwig 
Finance Associate

Barb McDaniel 
Support Services Associate

Pamela S. Potts 
Senior Accountant

Grace LaVonn Reil 
Support Services Assistant

Becky Spohn 
Support Services Manager

Pamela S. Straker 
Director of Human Resources

Cathy K. Vrenna, MBA, CPA 
Controller

Brenda Watts-Peelle 
FoundationPower Coordinator

Supporting Foundations

Tamera Durrence 
Assistant Vice President and	  
Director of Supporting Foundations

Tracey De Feyter 
Supporting Foundations Assistant

Amy Fair 
Associate Director of 
Supporting Foundations

Heidi Trace 
Supporting Foundations  
Records Assistant
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