A Message from Doug Kridler, President and CEO of The Columbus Foundation:
I believe that the best path to solve the complex needs of our community is to invite folks to use their
imaginations, and be ever on the search for new ideas. I hope today’s proposal serves as an invitation
for us to imagine and give shape to ways we can save and build on these sports and arts community
assets.
The stakes are high as we seek to build a great city and work to recruit some of tomorrow’s greatest
businesses and to win the war for talent, talent that has many options of where to live, work and play.
We are a smart and open community, and, when challenged, it is best if we show ourselves at our best,
our most creative, our most understanding. In addition to the necessary frank and tough talk that is
happening right now, I believe progress on this issue will be aided through positive idea generation
and the invitation for many hands to help build a sustainable solution. Like we do with issues we are
working on every day at The Columbus Foundation – hugely difficult issues ranging from the opioid
crisis to family homelessness - we simply must be committed to find opportunities in the challenges
we face.
I am as disappointed as anyone about where this issue is for this community right now, and certainly
am not here to defend the way this has been handled by MLS and the Crew’s ownership. It is obvious
that they hope that something can be worked out in Austin to allow for them to move. I don’t – I
want the Crew to stay. However, it may not work out for them to move to Austin, and, while our
feelings may be hurt that they tried, I just want them to stay in Columbus for a long time – under this
or any other ownership.
The warning signs about challenges to the Crew’s financial well-being and future have been obvious
and clearly articulated for years. Ticket sales haven’t been where they need them to be, and their
stadium and jersey sponsorships are below market. There is little doubt that a move to a downtown
stadium would help all of those get to the point where they need them to be, but, they could only
happen if he and MLS make a clear, binding commitment to not move the Crew out of Columbus.
I barely know Anthony Precourt, and I wouldn’t give him or the MLS any style points for how the
past month’s communications have been handled. However, I do respect the fact that he owns this
team, plain and simple, and I believe our best chance to save the Columbus Crew, its youth programs
and other benefits it brings to Columbus now and could in the future as the sport continues to grow,
is to generate ideas to try to work out a solution that works for this or a successor owner, and for
Columbus.
The Mayor and Partnership have done yeoman’s jobs in keeping formal conversations going as best
they can in the face of a less than enthusiastic embrace of any dialogue, and we should all be thankful
that they put themselves out in front in search of results.
A huge shout out to the #savethecrew folks – they have brought the kind of positive energy to this that
it will take to see our way through the numerous obstacles to success. That kind of rallying is such an
important ingredient to a community’s success and strength.
Here’s to hoping that this presentation will have at least a “Butterfly Effect” as we continue our quest to
build a truly championship city, through sports and the arts, for all.
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Spirit Park
A Proposal

DISCL AIMER:

This proposal is a creative exercise that has not been vetted with or
approved by any of the parties mentioned in this document. It is a
visualization produced by The Columbus Foundation with the intention
of sparking our civic imagination. We know there are many obstacles to
its realization, but that is what we do at The Columbus Foundation—
seek opportunities and imagine the possibilities in the challenges our
community faces.
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The Site
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SECTION I

The History of This Site

Railroads. Lots of them. Virtually everything came
through this area. Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati &
Indianapolis RR, Pennsylvania Central & St. Louis RR,
Cleveland, Akron & Columbus RR, Indiana, Bloomington
& Western, Massive yards on this site. Just to the east
(around 8th Street) was the US Barracks (Fort Hayes).
Just to the west was Union Station. This was really the
crossroads of Columbus for about a century.
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SECTION II

The Site Today…
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SECTION III

The vision, for the future,
beginning tomorrow:
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SECTION IV

What this Proposal is
Designed to Achieve
1.

Protect and enhance our competitiveness for talent
attraction and retention and economic progress, for
all. Amenities and quality of life matters, and must
constantly be re-calibrated to include the priorities
of our young population.

2. Make our downtown even more dynamic.
3. Keep the Columbus Crew in Columbus.
4. Fill a significant need in Columbus for a venue for
children’s cultural programs.

5. Strengthens Columbus State and enhances CCAD’s
campus appeal to recruits — both vital engines of
growth and jobs in our community.
6. Enhance residents’ quality of life and visitors’
experiences in a cost-effective way by leveraging,
restaurant, bar, hotel, parking and convention center
infrastructure already in place to enhance resident
and visitor experience.
7. Cheaper to do this than take the chance that a
soccer franchise will come available to us via the
expansion process, then have to pay that fee, startup costs, etc.
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PREAMBLE
SECTION
V

The Proposal: Facilities

1.

Build a 350 seat children’s theatre.

2. Build a 21,000 seat soccer stadium.
3. Provide necessary new parking spaces.
4. Locate this along the same street as our other
downtown sporting facilities, for maximum leverage
of current and future amenities for multiple uses,
easy highway access, etc.

5. Ensure benefits for Columbus State in the form of
campus enhancements, parking and showcase cafe
for new School of Hospitality Management and
Culinary Arts
6. Develop shared funding model that includes no new
taxes.
7. Honor Abbott’s and Ross Labs’ heritage
contributions to these sites and to our city. Ross
Labs was started here in 1903.
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PREAMBLE
SECTION
VI

The Proposal: Funding

1.

CDDC immediately work to purchase a 6 month
option for $500,000 on the Abbott Site. The
Columbus Foundation would consider a grant to
CDDC to cover this cost. Whether or not the Crew
solution land is then purchased, at the end of the
six months, Abbott donates 1/2 of the option price
to the Nutrition program at the new Columbus State
Culinary School. Then, over the next six months of
the option period:

2. Franklin County — Considers allocation of one half
of the quarter cent sales tax set to expire 1.1.19, for a
period of three years.

4. State of Ohio — Local Statehouse Delegation,
Speaker, President of Senate and Governor support
State Capital Budget appropriation for the children’s
arts facility in the amount of $5m.
5. Brew Dog — lead a crowdfunding campaign to
purchase at least 10% of the team.
6. Precourt Sports commits to cover the cost of the
stadium not covered by the allocation of 1/8 of a
penny sales tax over three years.

3. City of Columbus — Considers funding mechanism
to build structured parking and other site
infrastructure improvements.
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PREAMBLE
SECTION
VI

The Proposal: Funding (continued)

7. Business community —
a. Join with the #SavetheCrew in leading effort to
increase season ticket sales by 4,000 tickets by
2020 season.

8. Community at large —
a. Columbus Crew: Buy season tickets!
b. Children’s cultural facility: Support fundraising

b. Commit to purchase naming rights of the
stadium and jersey sponsorship at or above
industry average funding levels.
c. Support fundraising for children’s cultural center
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PREAMBLE
SECTION
VII

Sense of Urgency

1.

Austin’s land use recommendations for a soccer
field are due December 7. We want the Crew’s
owners to realize that there is a better option for
them right here.

2. Our State Capital Budget planning process is
just beginning, and we don’t want to miss this
opportunity to seed the cultural aspect of this
project through those funds.
3. Our Franklin County Commissioners are currently
determining the future of the 1/4 cent sales tax that
is due and have many competing and urgent needs
to choose from in allocating the capital from that
source, should it be renewed. They have asked for
public input.

4. City needs time to identify source w/in their
Capital Budget the funds to do the infrastructure
improvements, and build the structured parking
necessary to make this work.
5. MLS is scheduled to decide on expansion markets
in December
6. And…there is a playoff game tomorrow night, with
the nation’s sports media focused on Columbus.
Let’s be sure folks know we continue to be “in the
game” in terms of idea generation about how to
save this franchise.
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SECTION VIII

Conclusion

There is no finish line to the building of a great city.
To thrive, for the benefit of all, we must work to bring
out the best in each other and from each other’s
imaginations about how to meet the challenges before
us. We provide this vision with that spirit — The Spirit of
Columbus — in mind.
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